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under obligation to Captain Conger for his clear and impartial handling 
of this much debated question. Cochran gives, with admirable clearness, 
the plans of the south with reference to the northwest and adds consid- 
erably to the material accumulating on this important subject. 

Another interesting paper is on the beginnings of the Norwegian 
press in America. This contribution will be welcomed as a substantial 
addition to our knowledge regarding the migration of the Norwegians to 
this country and their assimilation into the populations of the various 
communities where they settled. The pioneer days of the state are vivid- 
ly recalled by Father Verwyst's reminiscences of a pioneer missionary. 

The report of the executive committee is a very full statement of the 
varied activities and valuable work centering with the "Wisconsin his- 
torical society. Under the three principal heads of library, museum, 
and research and publication, Superintendent Quaife states briefly what 
each of these departments has accomplished and the plans for the fu- 
ture. From the facts and figures given, one can obtain a vivid concep- 
tion of the widely ramifying interests of the society and the excellent 
results obtained by its coordinating activities. Hardly a profession or a 
locality in the state can be said to be outside the province of some one 
of the live agencies centering in this organization. And when there is 
borne in mind also, that the society maintains the closest association 
with the state university, it can be easily understood why this group of 
scholars receives the hearty support and cooperation of every one in the 
state. 

Corn among the Indians of the upper Missouri. By George F. "Will and 
George E. Hyde. [Little histories of North American Indians, 
number 5] (St. Louis: "William Harvey Miner company, 1917. 323 
p. $1.50) 

This volume of the "Little Histories" is a work of conscientious and 
laborious scholarship, revealing intimate acquaintance with the peoples, 
regions, and product which are considered. 

A plain and unpretentious style, rising in some passages to simple 
beauty, accords with the subject matter. The repetition of quotations 
from different authors on the same subject, however, sometimes tends 
to monotony. The omission of a bibliography is not entirely compen- 
sated for by references in footnotes. Spelling and proof reading in 
general have been well attended to, but in the title to the frontispiece, 
"rack" is used to designate a rake. The illustrations are excellent. 

The upper Missouri valley is denned as the region extending along the 
Missouri from the mouth of the Platte to the Rocky mountains. The 
various tribes within it are enumerated, and the process of their settle- 
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raent is sketched. The technique of the agriculture of these tribes, par- 
ticularly that of the Pawnee and Mandans, is adequately treated in chap- 
ters on the planting and cultivation of corn, harvesting, and methods 
of preparing food. Habituation to agriculture led to a comparatively 
elaborate and permanent form of village life, and the description of the 
earth-lodge villages is especially commendable. Of peculiar value, like- 
wise, is the chapter on the corn trade which was carried on chiefly by 
the Mandans as intermediaries between the tribes to the northeast and 
to the southwest, and with the whites. The development of the many 
varieties of corn is handled with the skill of specialists. 

A careful account, perhaps a trifle tedious but enlightening, is given 
of the religious legends and ceremonies generated by corn. The his- 
torian who searches for confirmation of economic determinism in reli- 
gion will find here valuable data, The mysterious Mother Corn, or oth- 
er supernatural agency through whom the divine gift came, was in 
reality none other than that long procession of patient squaws who, in- 
spired with feminine devotion to the nurturing of human life, took a 
semi-tropical plant and with skill derived from need and infinite experi- 
mentation — rivaling modern scientific methods — through many de- 
cades of seed selection and practical culture, adapted this most valuable 
product to a habitat varying from regions of abundant rainfall and heat 
to the pinched summers of the Upper Missouri and even of the Sas- 
katchewan ; yet the tribes must needs seek in explanation some special 
dispensation of deity, build up rituals, and propitiate unfavoring in- 
fluences (drouth and grasshoppers) by means of sacrifices — sometimes 
even human sacrifices. 

The book in general may be looked upon as an exposition of the econ- 
omy of corn in the life of the Indians of the Upper Missouri. It utilizes 
and sums up the work of many investigators, adds much original mate- 
rial, and opens up some new vistas in aboriginal life. 

William Trimble 

Contributions to the historical society of Montana. Volume 8, 1917. 
(Helena: Montana historical and miscellaneous library, 1917. 376 
p. $2.00) 
The volume before us is made up largely of pioneer reminiscences 
about the Indians, the fur trade, travel, road building, lumbering, mili- 
tary service, early settlers, and miscellaneous incidents of pioneer life in 
Montana. While this class of material has of course definite limitations 
as historical evidence, the reviewer is inclined not to agree with those 
who believe that it is a waste of a state's time and money to collect and 
publish it, For many phases of the early development of a common- 



